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The text of this sermon may be used without first obtaining my permission. | do ask, however,
that if you use any portion of the message for teaching or preaching preparations, that you
would e-mail me a brief note to say you are making use of it. Thiswould be a courtesy and help
to me personally. You will note that in some sermons sections are bracketed between two sets of
three asterisks (***). The purpose isto delineate material that | did not preach, but that is
integral to understanding the theology or exegesis of what was preached. My e-mail addressis
revyoung@comcast.net — Rev. Curt Young)

When it comes to marriage there are so many good reasons -- to just avoid it.

Jesus never married. Do you think it was because he was deficient in some way? Or lacked the
maturity necessary for along term commitment?

Asfar as we know Jesus never commented on his own choice to remain single. Maybe it wasn't
abig deal for him. If it was not part of his own core identity, maybe we shouldn’t make it part of
our core definition of people.

Still, the fact Jesus did not marry speaksto us. It has spiritual implications. It was left to Paul in
| Corinthians 7 to flesh them out, not in reference to Jesus but in reference to himself. For Paul
alsowassingle.

He not only was unmarried but urged other believersto follow his example, for the sake of single
minded, singlehearted devotion to Christ. Hewrotein| Corinthians7: 35: “And this| say for
your own profit, not that | may put aleash on you, but for what is proper, and that you may serve
the Lord without distraction.” (NKJV)

Echoing Jesus' theme that there is no marriage in heaven, Paul underscored marriage is not part
of eternity but part of thisworld, and thisworld is passing away. He wrote:

What | mean, brothers, is that the time is short. From now on those who have wives should live
asif they had none...For thisworld in its present form is passing away. (I Corinthians 7:29)

Though he urged others to follow his example, Paul conceded that marriage is the better
alternative to relentless desire; of the two choices, marriage is the one that is not sinful

But since there is so much immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman her
own husband. But if they cannot control themselves, they should marry, for it is better to marry
than to burn with passion. (I Corinthians 7: 2, 9)

Thisis hardly an unqualified endorsement: “Don’t miss out, get married!” In fact when it came
to widows remaining single, he wrote, “In my judgment, she is happier if she staysassheis...”
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Why did Paul write thisway? Hewrote: “Because of the present crisis, | think that it is good for
you to remain asyou are...But if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if avirgin marries, she
has not sinned. But those who marry will face many troublesin thislife, and | want to spare you
this.” (I Corinthians 7:26, 28)

Troubles. There' sareason to avoid marriage. Many just happen: Diseasg, illness, injury, death,
apoor economy, natural disastersto name six. Others are self-inflicted: Selfishness, pride
stubbornness, in-laws, poor communication, infidelity.

Socrates taught: “By al means marry. If you get agood wife, you' |l become happy. If you get
abad one, you'll become a philosopher.” 1t would be interesting to know what Mrs. Socrates
thought!

If there are so many reasons — spiritually minded and otherwise -- to avoid marriage, why marry
at al? Let’ sthink about some answers that are rooted in the history of the church.

In the Christian Church of the second century, bearing children was strongly endorsed as
justification for marriage, but conceiving them was not. Influenced by the Greek assumption that
whatever is material isinferior and tainted compared with whatever is purely spiritual (separated
from the physical) is worthy of God, the Church only tolerated marital relations.

By the middle ages the Church barely tolerated them, and only for the purpose of children. It
was a sin to have marital relations for the sake of pleasure. The Church forbade relations on
Sundays to honor the resurrection, on Wednesdays to recall the beginning of Lent, on Fridaysto
remember the crucifixion, and the evening before afeast day.

It forbade relations at any time during pregnancy, thirty days after the birth of amale, and forty
days after the birth of afemale. It forbade relations five days before communion, during the
forty daysof Lent, for eight days after Easter, eight days before Pentecost, and forty days before
Christmas. Talk about counting down the days until Christmas!

The Protestant Reformation led to the recovery of Biblical truth in many areas including
marriage. Not only was marriage for seeding the world with godly children and guarding against
sexual sin, but for the mutual comfort of husband and wife.

Mutual comfort was the Protestant response to Catholicism'’ sinsistence that marriageis a
sacrament, commanded by God as a means through which God communicates grace we must
have to merit salvation.

If you read the Puritans you know that the emphasis on mutual comfort very much included the
marriage bed. The Reformation served to restore humaneness to the church’s understanding and
the doctrine of God’s creation in the goodness marital relations.
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What could be wrong with that? There is something wrong. For all its flaws the Roman
Catholic view of marriage was God-centered. Christian marriage, marriage as Jesus presented it
to hisdisciplesisthoroughly God-centered. First and foremost, marriage occursin relation to
God — not the husband, not the wife, not the couple. God joins his children together.

Ask people why they are getting married today, and an answer related to the bearing of children
isadistant second. An answer related to the curbing of sexual sinisavery distant third. Most
often the answer relates to mutual comfort, to love and be loved exclusively by one other, asif
love is sufficient motivation. And God is asked to blessit.

Thisisexpressed in different ways.

“We'reinlove, and | can’t imagine spending my life with anyone else or being happy without
him.” What doesthisreveal? Never ending love? No, alack of imagination.

“We share the same values, want the same things and get along so well. We took a computer
test. It said we're completely compatible. We're both smart. We're both athletic. We both love
children. We both love the out of doors. We both work hard. We both like country music.

Besides having poor taste in music, what does this show? Y ou're perfect for each other? Are so
many things in common a guarantee of wedded bliss? What about the things people havein
common that don’t get tested: Selfishness, lust, pride, greed, stubbornness?

If there were atest that truly predicts along and happy marriage, everyone would takeit. If there
were atest that truly revealed the extent to which sin has affected the human heart, no one
would.

| am not saying that love is a poor motivation for marrying. Itisinsufficient. We know it is
insufficient because most marriages motivated by mutual love do not hold up. They fall apart
completely or they break down until held together by some thin thread of expediency.

If the pain and bitterness of broken marriage were fumes awaiting a match, the whole world
would be onfire.

The motivation of loveis not sufficient becauseit is man-centered. Because it is man-centered,
it inevitably becomes self-centered.

This last week John Stratford went to be with the Lord. | spoke to Fran. Through her tearsthis
is how she told me he had died, “Curt, the honeymoon isover.” They had been married 68
years.

| am not trying to dash dreams here. | think everyone desiresto find the love of alifetime. The
love of alifetimeisn’t someone you find. The love of alifetime is someone you become for
another over the course of decades.
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As much as marriage is a commitment you make to another person, it is a commitment you make
to yourself, and it isa commitment you make to God.

But marriage, as Jesus taught his disciples, is more than a personal commitment, more than man-
centered. Itisaholy calling. It isasacred vocation for the sake of the Kingdom of God. To be
married isto be engaged in a holy work.

Everything about marriage is holy, from outside in, from the sexual union to the spiritual union.
Marriage is kingdom work. That iswhy is better to avoid it than profaneit.

Never mind how marriage is viewed apart from Christ. Marriage isfollowing Jesusin aholy
work. In marriage God calls two Christians to create a sacred history together. Itisa
commission. God not only brings them together. He joins them together. (illus. The packed
coffins)

Y ou think of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob and Rachel, Ruth and Boaz,
Zecharias and Elizabeth, Joseph and Mary, Aquilaand Priscilla. Their histories were sacred
histories. Weread their stories and think of how significant their marriages were for the
Kingdom of God. We also see how much hurt and distress they created for themselves, their
children and future generations when they got so caught up in their own smaller dramas that they
lost sight of the larger story.

The sameistrue for Christians. We get so caught up in lesser commitments, personal agendas,
and fifteen minute struggles for power that we lose sight of our own greater commitment, of
God'’ s purpose, and the ever present need to redeem the time God has given us together.

Why marry? That isthe question. Isit for our earthly comforts, the satisfaction of desires, the
fulfillment of our expectations? Or do we marry to bring glory to God by pointing the sinful
world to areconciling Creator? Jesus laid the groundwork for this understanding in Matthew 19
and Paul completed in Ephesians 5.

Isit aman-centered union in which we ask God to bless our love, or a God-centered union in
which Christ displays his power to reconcile?

Most people would agree that forgiveness and reconciliation is part of any marriage. | say that
Christian marriage is entirely about forgiveness and reconciliation. Not from time to time, but
moment by moment. Not occasionally as needed but continually as always needed. It cannot be
withheld because it is never withdrawn. It cannot be denied becauseit isfreely given. Graceis
not the part, but the whole of marriage.

If the relationship of husband to wife is modeled after that of Christ to his church, how could it
be otherwise? It isbecause marriage in Christ mirrors the eternal love of God that the vow, “for
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aslong as we both shall live,” is made and matters so much. With any less understanding or
commitment, that vows makes no real senseat al. (Illustration from home storage)

The Pharisees asked Jesus about divorce. He responded by recalling the God-centered purpose
of marriage as God created it. He was questioned further about Moses & divorce. Again he
responded. The only occasion for divorce is when one spouse has rejected and deserted the
marriage for another — in other words, adultery. Paul would later expand this as the church
expanded into pagan culture to include rejection and desertion for another God — desertion by an
unbeliever.

Now Jesus’ disciples became upset. “Well, then, it would be better to not get married at all.”
Jesus didn’t blink. “You may beright. For the Kingdom of God, itisworthit.” Marriageisall
about the Kingdom of God, for the display of His saving mercy. In pursuing this, you become
the love of thelife of another.



